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” 5 — and with ſuch an inimitable Simplicity, that 


Y, , 


9885987598898 


Marr. xiii. 44. 


The Kingdom of Heaven is lite unto 

Treaſure hid in a Field, which tohen 
à Man hath found he hideth, and for 
Foy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that 
he hath and buyeth that Fields. 


#70 # HOUGH our Lord in the Days of his 

Fleſh, was pleaſed to ſpeak in Parables, 

yet he delivers his Doctrine in ſuch a 
plain Manner, uſes ſuch eaſy Compa- 


* 
0 


the Peaſant and Herdſman, the little Child and Ser- 


vant Maid can be as capable of underſtanding and 
comprehending his Mind, as the moſt learned and 
ſtudious Philoſopher on Earth, | 3 
He did it out of his infinite Wiſdom, 10 deftroy 
the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and to ſet at nought, and 
baffle, and bring to nothing the Underflanding of the 


Prudent. 


He would not leave room for the wiſe Man to 
glory in his Wiſdom before him, nor give an Oc- 


caſion for the Ignorant to complain becauſe he had 


not the Gift of Knowledge, or ſigh under the Diſ- 
advantages of a ſlender 1 for however a 


ſolid Judgment, Letters, Study, Books, and Scien- 
ces may be valuable in reſpect of other Matters, 
they help not often in the Matter of Salvation, nor 
have the moſt underſtanding and witty Men been 


2 . 


10 1 A 2 always 


„ 


always the beſt, but ſome to their Hurt have found 
that true, The Wild by Wiſdom knew not God. On 
the other Hand, many unlearned Perſons, and Men 
In other reſpects weak and unknowing, have found 
#hat Wiſdom whith is from above, and been wiſe in 
the Sight 6f Cod. 

If the Wiſe, the Thinking, and Sud would 
ſtoop to learn of Feſus, their Knowledge in earthly 
Things would not hinder them to be ſaved ; but if 
they are reſolved to judge of Divine Truths by their 
carnal Reaſon, and to diſbelieve and doubt of what 


ſurmounts their Comprehenſion, and of all that is 


not according to the Nature of Things, they muſt 


de no Chriſtians, but are in a fair way to plunge into 


the Abyſs of Atheiſm, and loſe the real Enjoyment 
of God their Saviour here and hereafter. 95 if the 


poor Servant in the Houſe, or the Shepherd upon 
the Mountains, is diſpoſed for eternal Life, his Ig- 


norance ſhall not prevent him to become a Child 


God. The Holy Spirit and Jeſus the True Light will 
teach him Wiſdom ſecretly, and make him experi- 


ence and feel in his Heart the inconceivable Happi- 
nefs of the Saints and Joy unſpeakable. He ſhall 


be well ſatisfied of his ſafe Condition, and be inly 


aſſured, he has a Part in the Kingdom of God | in 
Worlds to come. 

To the Inſincere, whether wife or unwiſe, the 
Goſpel is a Book cloſed, and when one gives it to the 
Unlearned and ſays, read it I pray thee, he ſays, 1 
cannot do it becauſe I am unlearned; and when it is 
given to the learned he anſwers, [ cannot read it for it 
7s ſealed. Hence it is that ſo many look upon the 
Scriptures as a Book of Myſteries which very few un- 


=; derftand, and the way to be faved a difficult and in- 
tricate Matter, and fo live willingly ignorant of the 


Things whi <> make for their 7 and negleft o great 
Salvation; 


Salvation; but elſe the way to Heaven is ſo plainly 
marked out, and the Direction of the Leader of the 
People is fo written that he that runs may read, and a 
Fool need not err in the Highway of Holineſs, © 
As I faid before, all the Parables of our Saviour 
are legible, and plain, and ſimple, and Wwhoever 
Wants to underſtand, let him do as the Diſciples, 
who aſked their Lord privately, and they ſhall be 
taught of God, and find Reſt to their Souls. 
The Kingdom of God cannot be eaſily likened to 
Things temporal, and this made our Saviour ſeem 
to be at a Loſs unto what to compare it; but then 
in many Reſpects he has compared it to Things 
common, becauſe of the Infirmity of our Fleſh. 
Who can truly deſcribe Light to one blind, or 
make the Deaf know what are Sounds? Or who 
can make a natural Man ſenſible of the Hpiritual 
_ Life, of the manifeſting of Chriſt within the Heart, 
and of his Kingdom which is not of the World. 
The Beginning of Chriſtianity is truſting Jeſus; 
he has continually preached of the Kingdom, and 
which he ſays is within you. His Witneſſes are 
without Number who have entered it and poſ- 
ſeſſed it in the Earth, and who have ſealed it 
with their Blood, and confirmed it in their laſt. 
Moments, that the Kingdim of God is come, and 
his Tabernacle -15 with Aden. oe nin 
It is one while compared to a Marriage which a 
King made for his Son; another time to Seed ſawn in 
a Field; at another time to a Net caſt into the Sea, 
which gathered sf every Kind, bad and good ; at ano- 
ther time to a Man who let out his Vineyard to Huſband- 
men; at another time to a Merchant ſeeking goodly 
Pearls; and in the Text to Treaſure hid in a Field. 
The whole Goſpel is full of theſe Parables, for 
Luthor a Parable Feſus ſpake not to the People. 5 


FS. 


by the Lord would expreſs the 


3 1 

did it, that he might fulfil the Prophets, I have el 
Simuitudes ; and again, I will open my Mouth in Pa- 
rables, I will utter Things which have been kept ſecret 


from the Foundation \ the Norld. Thus he had done 


during the Diſpenſation of the Law, which, with 
all its Ordinancies and Ceremonies, was dark and 


typical of the Kingdom which was to come. When 
he ſpaxe to the Fathers before his pry = the 


Fleſh he uſed this way, and gave them Viſions, 


Dreams, and Signs, by which he made known his 


Will. The Neceflity of Blood-ſhedding under the 
Law was to ſignify, that without ſhedding Blood there 
was no Remifſun ; the exhibiting the Victims upon 


the Altars, the Lambs, and Calves, &c. were Fi- 

gures of that Lamb who ſhould be ſhewn upon the 
Croſs a Spectacle to 3 and Men; and after 
the ſame manner all the 


8 octrines and Rites deli- 
vered by Moſes pointed out Jeſus and the Redemp- 


tion. Hoſea muſt take to him an Adultreſs, and 


marry her before the Children of Iſrael, as a Sign that 

the Lord was an Huſband to an adulterous People. 
Exeliel muſt fee a Valley full 2 dry Bones, where- 
tate of his Church; 

he muſt prophecy to them and they lived, to ſignify that 

by his Servant's Miniſtry he would raiſe them up 


to a new Life, and recover them tho now ſo dead 
and rr. 3 0 5 


Again he is taught by the Similitude of a ne. 
born Infant caſt out into the open Field in a deplorable 


and unpitied Condition, the Fall; and by the Lord's 


paſſing by and ſeeing it in its Blood, and ſaying to 
it, Live, entering into a Covenant with it, ſwear- 
ing to it, Ic. cloathing, waſhing, and adorning it 
with fine Linen and Gold, the free Salvation is 


meant, and the happy and good Eſtate we are 
brought into by means of the New Teſtament 


which 


1 
which our Saviour has made with us and con- 
firmed by an Oath. | 

Jeremiab, by ſeeing the Potter work, underſtood 
how all were made at firſt by the good Creator, 
and when marred or broken, he ſaw how he did 
not caſt the Veſſel away but made it new, a Veſ- 
ſel that pleaſed him; namely, that tho' the World 
was now like a Broken and marred Veſlel, it was 
yet ina merciful Creator's Hands, who would re- 


neu it in Righteouſneſs and be. their Saviour. 


Daniel muſt fee Viſions of the Captivity and of the 
Meſſiaß; and in this way generally the Lord ſpake 
to the Prophets. Nor did this way of communica- 
ting the Divine Will ceaſe, till by the Death of the 
Lord the Vail was rent in two, and a new and living 
way opened into the Holy Place. From which Time 

all the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Jeu Chri/t have 
iſed great plainneſs of Speech, and not done as Mo- 

. They declare openly, Jeſus is the Lord, and 
that Forgiveneſs of Sins, Repentance, and the Gift. of 
the Holy Ghoſt are 1 Reely by all who believe 
in his Name. 

In my Diſcourſe therefore I would willingly open 
this Parable of the Treaſure; and as I have juſt men- 
tioned a few of the figurative Viſions and Signs of 
the Prophets before the Incarnation of Chri/t, fo it 
may not be amiſs to do the ſame in reſpect of ſome 
of the many Parables which are in the Goſpel, and 
even in that Chapter out of which I have taken the 
Text, becauſe jt may help to give a Light into o- 

thers of the ſame Nature. 

When the Kingdom is compared to the Marriage 
of the King's Son, it reſpects that Marriage of tha 
Lamb mentioned. in the Revelations, and in other. 
Parts of the Scripture. The King. is the Father f 

ww hard Chr th Er of Kings; the Sm is. the. 


Lamb, 


88 
Lamb, who will take his Bride out of the Earth, 
and invites all to this Wedding; the Supper is al- 
ready prepared, the Bride his Elect are choſen and 
making herſelf ready, her Garments are the Lord's 
Righteonjreſs, her Crown his Glory; the Servants ſent 
out are Miniſteis, who firſt preached to the Ferws, 
but they made their Excuſes, and now are they 
ſent to all Gentiles and to the Ends of the Earth, to 
call Good and Bad to the Wedding, or to invite 
| every Creature to the Salvation. The King waits 
| till all are in. On the laſt Day he will ſee the 
Gueſts, Woe be to ſuch as have not on the Wedding 
i Garment, for they may not fit down at his Table. 
if "Theſe are ſuch as ventured into Eternity without be- | 
| ing arrayed in the white Linen of the Righteouſneſs of * 
| Tefus. In that Day the Trumpet ſhall blow the Mar- F 
mige of the Lamb is come, all who have Virgin Hearts 4 
5 and are devoted to the Redeemer, whoſe Luſts have | 
been here waſhcd away, and their Raiment kept 
white, vhoſe Hearts like a Lamp have burned with 
pure Love, who have had 7e/us's Love within like 
a Stock of Oil, to keep it trom going out, who 
have left the World and gone out to meet the Bride- 
groom, theſe ſhall enter with him into his Chamber, 
and follow him whitherſoever he goethb. Others who 
have expected his coming, and made Profeſſion of 
his Name, but were fooliſh, ſlept in an inſecure 
State without their Election inſured, theſe are the 
fooliſh Virgins, who too late pray, Lord ! Lord open 
to us, Who muſt hear him ſay, Depart from me, 1 
never new you. 35 „„ 1 
When the Kingdom is compared to Seed which 
ꝛqas ſown in the Field, which ſprung up one knows 
not how, fiyſt the Blade, then the Ear, then the ripe 
Corn, when the Huſbandman orders the Servants to put 
in the Sickle and gather it, becauſe the Harveſt is comes 
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the Word of 
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eur $aviowy would have us underſtand, that after 


the Sowing time is over, the Huſbandman leaves all 
to the Sun and to the early and latter Rain to bring 


it forth, and underſtands not how the Seed is nou- 


riſhed and brought forth, but waits for the time to 


reap with Joy. Juſt ſo when the Son of Man fows 

Lt in the Heart, he firſt breaks it like 
a Huſbandman, he defends it from Harm, and 
keeps off the Birds of Prey, which are the Devils, 
til] his Seed has taken Root and ſprings up. A 


Soul is ſenſible of its Divine Life, and of the Work 
of our Saviour, but cannot deſcribe to another 
how his Seed thrives and his Huſbandry proſpers; 
it is fo, and they are happy. They perceive, as it 


were, firſt the Blade, the Dawnings of Grace, the 
tender ſtirrings of the Love of God, and are glad, and 
as they grow ripe, like as Corn the more ripe it is 


the more it bows down, till the Reaper comes and 
takes it into the Barn; ſo a true Chriſtian, the more 


he knows of Jeſus, the more he experiences of his 


Grace and Mercy, and ripens for Glory, the more 
he bows down, and with Humility and Shame con- 
feſſes his own Unworthineſs, and adores the free 
Grace of God his Saviour, thus it is till he is called 
away, and brought home to the Store-houſe above, 


like a Shock of Corn fully ripe; then all Danger of 
Birds devouring the Seed is over, all Fear of a blaſt- 


ing Wind is removed, and every Care ceaſes for ever. 


When the Kingdom is likened at another time to 


Seel fon in the Field, it is after this manner, A cer- 


tain Man ſowed good Seed, and while Men flept his Ene- 
my came and ſoawed Tares, i. e. Darnel* ; when the 


It is a Weed much like Corn, but has an in- 


baren ſtupifying Quality, and of great Hurt to 
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IL heat ſprung up, the Tares came up alſo, and the Sen- 
vants told their Lord, and would have rooted them up, 
and weeded them out direcily; but leſt they ſhould weed up 
the tender Grain with them, he bid them let both grow to- 
gether, and in the Harveſt he made them gather the Wheat 
into his Garner, but burn the Tares in Bundles. _ 


This in great meaſure our Saviour has explained | 
the Sower is Himſelf, the Field the World, the good Seed 
are the Children of God, the Tares the Children of Satan. 


Whenever he gathers him a little Flock of Children, 
while his Servants the Miniſters forget they are 


Watchmen and ſleep, Satan ſows among them 


Huvypocrites and wicked People, ſo that few, if any, 
Congregations have continued always free from fal/e 

Brethren, Thus among the twelve was a Judas, 
among the Diſciples afterwards a Simon Magus, and 


judaizing Preachers who troubled the Churches, and 
others who by their wicked Lives were Enemies to the 


Croſs of Chriſt. The Holy Angels would willingly 


root ſuch out of the World by ſudden Deaths and 
by Judgments, as in the former Times; but left 


that Severity ſhould frighten a tender Child, a young 


Believer, and make him loſe his Confidence in his 
Lord, Jeſus is pleaſed both ſhall grow together. He 


knows it is his Enemy's Work, that from the Begin- 
ning has done ſo, but when the laſt Day comes he 
will take the Tares in Bundles and burn them, the 
Whoremongers in their Bundle, the Drunkards in a 
Heap together, the covetous and avaricious Men in 


their Company, but the Wheat, h:s own dear Children, 


he will bring ſafe with him into Heaven. 


When the Kingdom is compared to a Net caſt into 


the Sea, it is unfolded thus; the Sea is the World, 
the Fiſhermen the Miniſters of Chriſt, the Net is 
the Goſpel. When they preach the Goſpel to every 


Creature, Good and Bad flock together and are th 


ſence of the Shekinah, and pe 


HY) 
ken with the good News; but when all is brought 
to Shore, ſome are found unfit for Uſe, while others 


are preſerved in little Companies, as in Veſſels, till 


they are brought home to God; ſome the Fiſher- 
men throw back into the Sea as too ſmall, and theſe 


may be taken again when they are fit for Uſe. So 


ſome go back to the World, and perhaps are called 


another time, when they are thoroughly tired and 
ſick of their Sins and the Service of Satan, and are 


ſaved ; but who is caſt away at the Day of Judg- 
ment, he periſhes, tho' caught in the ſame Net 


with others who are found precious in the Eyes of 


the Lord. In that Day two may be in one Bed, the one 
ſhall be taken and the other left ; two Women may be in the 


Field together, or grinding at the ſame Mill, when one is 


taken and the ether is left. 5 
In the Parable of the Vineyard which was let out ta 
tHuſbandmen, our Saviour treats chiefly of the Fewi/h 


 Priefts and Rulers, to whom he had committed his 
Word and Law. The Prophets were the Servants 
who came to aſk the Fruit, and to exhort them to 


a Life becoming a Church and Family of Gad, 


_ theſe they ſtoned, killed, and perſecuted till Go 
ſent his Son, and then Satan inſpired them with 
double Cruelty ; they thought if he were killed 


they ſhould have no Trouble more in /ſrael, but go 


on in Peace. Satan, who ſet them on, alſo thought, 


If I could but overcome him, whom he knew to be 
Heir of All, he ſhould then have the whole. World 


in his Hands. The driving out of theſe Huſband- 


men, and letting out the Vineyard to others, ſigni- 
hed the rejecting the Jews, and giving the Goſpel 
to the Gentiles; but this Parable alſo is levelled 


againſt all perſecuting Spirits and People, who, as 


ſoon as they loſe the "Treaſure of Faith and the Pre- 
rſecute the Meſſengers 


8 and 


12 


and Witneſſes of the Redeemer, are rejecteck the 


Ark is removed, the Candleſtick brought out from 
among them, and given to a People who ſhall ren- 
der the Fruit to the Lord in due Seaſon. 


In the Parable of calling and hiring Servants 8 


the Vineyard much is included; the Vineyard is the 


Church, fo Jſaiab had preached long ago; the Lord ; 
the Holy Spirit calls Men into it; ſome are called in 


their Childhood and Youth, and ſome upon their 


 Death-beds, and when their Hair is grey with Age. 
Very often the old Sinner is paid firſt, i. e. taken 


firſt into the Kingdom of Heaven, and ſuch as the 


penitent Thie, ſnatched from the Gates of Hell, as 


it were, and carried joyfully to the Throne, while 
others that were firſt called continue labouring in the 


World, bearing the Heat of Perſecution, and endu- 


ring all Hardſhips, and theſe ſometimes are tempted 


to murmur; with theſe our Saviour expoſtulates, 
and aſks, 1s thy Eye evil, becauſe mine is good © or 

cannot I do what I will with my own? As if he 
would ſay, Cannot I take a Wretch from the Jaws of 


Death and ſave him, and migbt not I ſend the Self- 


| righteous away empty ? Grace and Heaven are my own, 
and I beſtow them where I will out of mere Compaſſion 
and Pity, and not becauſe any have deſerved it from me. 

Ibis Parable is to ſet forth the Sovereigniy of our God, 

and to juſtify his ſaving Publicans and Harlots, and 
_ calling into his Fold the chief, Sinners, as well as 
ſuch who have been early ſerious and religious, and 
called in the firſt Hours of the Day. It was deſigned 


to ſuppreſs the Jew Riſings and Murmurings, as 
ſelf-righteous Reaſoners. 
There is yet another Parable of a Merchant's ſeek + 


if the Ways of the Lord were not equal, and to ſilence 


ing cofily Pearls, who having found one of great Value, 
went and ſold all he had to purchaſe it- The Afer- 


; 
1 


"+ 95 ſpoken of in TO Which is more e than 
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chant is a Soul a- thirſt for Salvation, and who is like 


a Merchant traverſing Sea and Land to find it, who 


having found eſus, the moſt cy Pearl, parts with 


all he has, and counts all Droſs and Dung that he 
may inherit this Pearl. What he before eſteemed 
precious, or ſerved him inſtead of Holineſs, he un- 


dervalues; and whatever before he counted Riches, 


Wiſdom, good Deeds, Gifts, Graces, and Quali- 


ties, eſteems nothing now but this fewel, this elect 
precious Stone, and is richer in the po efling him than 
if he had all Heaven and Earth without him. 


But the Parable of which I ſhall treat chiefly is of 


Treaſure hid in a Field. Should a Perſon paſs through 


your Country, and pointing to a Field aſſure the In- 
habitants and Neighbours that there was much 


Money buried there; as many as were incredulous 


would ſmile at the Report, and mock thoſe who 
would credit and go about to dig for it; they them 


ſelves would not ſearch for it, becauſe they could 
not believe it was there, nor could they help deſpi- 


ſing ſuch as did for the ſame Reaſon: But if ſome 


believed the News, they would go and dig and 
ſearch for the Treaſure till they had found it, and 


| having ſecured it, would naturally part with all 
they had to buy that F ield. 


Thus it is when the Kingdom of Cad is preached i 


in a Land; Salvation and the Love of our Saviour, 


Pardon of Sins, and our Lord's Preſence is declared 


to be found in this Life and in our mortal State; 
Jeſus is himſelf manifeſted and known, he comes 
and brings with him his Father, and dwels with us, 


bis Reward ao is with him, his Righteouſneſs and 
Merits, his edemption and * are revealed 


at his appearing. 


This is-@ Treaſure indeed. and this is that Treaſure 


the 


a 1 


th: Guld of Ophir, but it is hid; it is in the World, 


but yet inviſible, as all the great Things of our Savi- 
eur are: His Kingdom is not of the World, yet it is 


there, and, as himſelf expreſſes it, it is within you, 


it 1s not far from hence. His Wiſdom is underſtood 


ſecretly ; the Hanna that he promiſes is Hidden Manna; 


his Leaven is hid in the Meal. Tt is therefore well 


_ called the Secret of the Lord, hidden Wiſdom, Peace 
eich the Vorl cannot give, Foy which a Stranger in- 


zermeddleth not with, Happineſs which no Eye has ſeen, 
#9 Ear heard, nor has it entered into the Heart of Man 


#5 concetue rightly of it, till inſpired from the Lamb, 


or till it is revealed by the Hpixit. 

Our Savint”s Kingdom is come and many preſs into it, 
but ſome when they hear of this Treaſure deſpiſe it; 
they belicve no ſuch is found in this World; they 


think no ſuch Happineſs is attainable in this Life, 


and therefore they neither ſeek it or aſk it, but are 
like People who hear of Treaſure hid in a Field, but 
_ eſteem it a Dream, or Fancy, or Cheat, and fo ne- 
ver ſeek for it; ſo all who do not believe the King- 


dom attainable now, cannot poſhbly enter it, becauſe 
of Unbelief. They cannot ſeek it, becauſe they don't 


believe it is tobe found; they can't aſk for the Anoto- 


 dedoef Salvation by the Forgiveneſo of Sins, becauſe they 
© # 8 


think it is not got till we die; they don't ſeek the Lord, 


foi they believe to expect 1 receive the Holy Ghoſt and 


Endo cur Savicum is Preſumption. Thus pure Unbehie 


hinders them to enter the Rgſt remaining for the People of 


Gad. But why don't they believe? Is it becauſe the 
Lord has promiſed no ſuch Bleſſing? No, he has pro- 
miſed it. All the Scriptures are filled with Promiſes of 


this Kind. All <vas written that we might believe in 


Jeſus and have eterral Life through his Name. 


Is it then becauſe none have found this Treaſure? . 
By no means! tor in all Places there are Witneſſes of 


its 


* 
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it, among all forts of People there are Men who hare 


found the Beloved, who know their Redeemer lives, and 


who have got Salvation in his Blood even Remus on of 
their Sins. But the Truth is, they neither believe eſs 


nor his Diſciples, they put it off and ſay, hat is in the 


Scripture concerned the Apoſtles and fir/t Ages of the Church, 


and as violently oppoſe the Continuation of thoſe Bleſ- 


ſings as if no Bible was in the World. Let ſuch take 


care leſt that happen to them which is written in the 
Prophets, Bebold I work a Work in your Days, which 


ye will not believe though a Man declare it unto you. 


It is otherwiſe with ſome, for they hear of this 
hidden Treaſure, and they ſeek it till they have found 


it. If any ſhould look for other "I reafure, a great 


Part of them might look in vain, and perhaps after 
many Days and Wecks Labour another may find it, 
and all their Toil be fruitleſs and loſt; but it is ſo or- 
dered by Him who has hid this Treafure, that all who 


feek ſhall find, all that aſk ſhall have, and all 7 who ru 
in this Race fhall win the Prize. 


This Treafure is found in Jeſus, in him are hid al 


the Treaſures of God. Whoever wants to he rich in | 
Eternity muſt have him. He is the coſtly Pearl, the 
Pearl of great Price. He is that true Treaſure which 


nn Moth or Ruſt can corrupt, and which ng Thief can 
break thro' and ſteal. Ye dear Souls who are minded 
to find this true and real Treaſure, this ſolid and laſting 


Riches, come to Jeſus and you ſhall find it there. 


Be not faithleſs, but believe Teſus Chriſt's Kingdom is 


yet to be found, his Salvation is yet to be experi- 


enced, his Love is yet to be felt in the Heart. Up 


and ſeek. it, be in earneſt about it, remember the 


Kingdim of Gad fuffers Violence, and the Violent take 


it by Force. Wholo ſceks with all his Heart ſhall 
find it, and then he will readily part with all he 
has to o purchaſe that FOG 7 he will count all other 


Things, 
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ever and ever. 


1 
Things, all Gain, Company, Pleaſures, Honours, 


Beauty, Friends, and whatever elſe he valued before, 
ſpiritual or temporal, as Loſs that he may get and win 


2. nor need he be afraid of others getting his 


iches and ſo muſt hide it, there is enough for all; 


and therefore when a Soul has found Chriſt he is like 
the Woman of Samaria, Philip, and others, he would 


call and invite every Man to come and ſee Jeſus too: 
He is happy, he is in the Kingdom, and wants all 


even his Enemies to come in to the ſame. 


My Brethren, be thus minded; let all your Bu- 
ſineſs, your Religion, your Endeavours, and Aim 


be to know and have Feſus Chriſt. Let this be the 


Mark of the Prize of your High Calling, Value no- 


thing beſide, love nothing, count nothing Riches or 


Treaſure, defire nothing, aſk nothing but to have 
him and his Merits, and then you will be rich, the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be yours, the Life that now 
2s, and that which is to come, all ſhall be yours for 
While others deſpiſe ſo ineſtimable a Benefit, 
diſbelieve and ſcorn it, and mock and deride the ſin- 
cere Few, who are digging after this Treaſure, and 
in ſearch after this Riches of the Kingdom, conti- 


nue ye in Faith. Let our Saviour's Promiſe be ſtea - 
dily believed, and think not well of een of till 


race, ſo ſhall 
be happy here and hereafter. Here ye ſhall be 
ings over Satan and the World, and foretaſte and 


ye have entered the Poſſeſſion of this 


anticipate your Heaven, and no Man ſhall be able to 
rob you of your Crown; you ſhall have your Por- 


tion ſafe when the Heavens vaniſh away, and when 
the Earth is burnt up; you ſhall then be in a cn 


tinuing City, in a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, World 
without End. Amen! WW” 
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